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“Conservation Without Cruelty” - 
- a humane project to control dogs and cats in Galapagos 
 
Shelley Thomas has good news when looking back upon Year 2004. As co-ordinator of a spay 
and neuter project run by WildAid, recently partnering with US-based animal welfare group 
Animal Balance, she is thrilled with progress in the aptly entitled humane project “Conservation 
Without Cruelty”.    
 
This project, which kicked off in January, 2004, offering free sterilisation clinics backed up by 
education campaigns pushing responsible pet ownership, is turning the tide on an over-
population of dogs and cats in Galapagos and a history of inhumane treatment.  
 
Sadly, dogs and cats have all too often been treated as “pests not pets”, given their introduced 
species tag, matched with an absence of responsible owners. They have been dumped on the 
street, allowed to breed out of control and poisoned. 
 
As Shelley Thomas says, many dogs and cats (even those with owners) live or roam freely on 
the street and are caught in a vicious cycle of uncontrolled breeding and neglect. The dogs run 
in packs, fall victim to a host of viruses, scavenge from garbage, prey on endemic creatures, 
create noise and present a potential risk to the public. 
 
But Thomas says it is encouraging that local people who now walk into the WildAid office, 
more often than not with pets in tow, are also learning about wider conservation issues and the 
need to work together to save Galapagos.  
 



 
There is also a municipal ordinance for domestic animals, including dogs and cats that are 
termed “pets” so long as they have responsible owners, who in 2005 will be bound to register 
their pets and pay an annual licence. In a positive move, the cost of these licences will be 
significantly reduced if pets are sterilised. 
 
In only one year the Conservation Without Cruelty project, together with Animal Balance, has 
sterilised 388 dogs and cats in the township of Puerto Ayora on the island of Santa Cruz. 
Furthermore, Animal Balance has sterilised a further 476 dogs and cats in the township of 
Puerto Villamil on the island of Isabela. Both projects have started the process or registering 
pets, inserting identification micro-chips, giving owners collars and leads and other incentives 
such as flea and tick treatment.  
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Returning to the issue of dogs and cats, Thomas says there is no question they pose a serious 

rought to Galapagos by humans and should not be treated as the 
scapegoats,” she says. “This is a human problem and should be handled in a responsible, 
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threat to endemic creatures of Galapagos – something she says can be remedied via 
responsible pet ownership.  
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around his eyes scaly and hairless, giving him the appearance of an iguana rather than a dog.  
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Floyd was one of the first dogs sterilised in the 
Conservation Without Cruelty campaign. Today, he is not 
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It’s thought domestic animals were first introduced int
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unique ecosystems.  
 
Aside from continuing spay and neuter clinics and pushing community education, the 
Conservation Without Cruelty project is now looking for funding to ensure any local capture 
nd control measures that target dogs and cats are in fact humane, including the chance for 
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Contact Shelley Thomas on: 
shelseytom@yahoo.com 
Contact Animal Balance founders Emma Clifford and Alice Ng on: 
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